THE LAMB FAMILY
ight by the flash of wit and the accomplishment of
men of the world.
The creator of such a circle might well feel justified
in sitting back to rest on her laurek Not so Lady Mel-
bourne; her vitality only matured with years. Though
a litde fatter than she had been, she was still able to
attract men and still willing to do so. But she was far
too sensible to let herself lapse into the deplorable role
of a fading siren. From the age of thirty-five or so the
energy of her ambition centred itself on her children.
In this, it followed natural indinadon. The instincts of
her normal dominating nature made her strongly
maternal; it was on her children that she expended the
major force of her narrow and powerful affections.
Lord Melbourne took the same secondary part in their
lives as he did elsewhere.   As a matter of fact he was
only doubtfully related to them. They were six in
number: Peniston, born 1770, William, born 1779,
Frederic, born 1782, George, born 1784, Emily, born
1787, and another daughter, Harriet, who died before
she grew up. Of these, William was universally sup-
posed to be Lord Egremont's son, George, the Prince
of Wales', while Emily's birth was shrouded in mys-
tery.   Nor had Lord Melbourne the character to
achieve by force of personality that authority with
which he had not been endowed by nature. On two
occasions only is he recorded to have expressed his
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